Periprosthetic fractures of the acetabulum.
Periprosthetic fractures of the acetabulum after total hip arthroplasty are uncommon, but are increasing in number and severity. These fractures may occur intraoperatively, during the perioperative period, or many years after the total hip arthroplasty. Periprosthetic fractures of the acetabulum vary in severity and may involve stress fractures of the pubis or medial wall, significant bone loss secondary to osteolysis and subsequent loss of column integrity, or complete pelvic discontinuity. Treatment differs depending on the complexity of the fracture and the stability of the acetabular prosthesis. Surgical treatment for an unstable acetabulum should stabilize the bony columns of the acetabulum, provide bone grafting of defects, and should maintain adequate bone stock for replacement of a stable acetabular implant. Strict adherence to the principles of fracture surgery is required to achieve bony union of the acetabular columns and provide a stable environment for reimplantation of an acetabular component.